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thirty field pieces, and a troop of eighty native dragoons. The
discipline of the corps does not appear to be by any means good,
and accordingly it has never yet rendered any distinguished
service in the field.

The pay of the corps is now secured by the assignment of a
large district of country, part of which borders the Carnatic. At
this particular station is a fortified post, and constant communi-
cation is maintained between it and the port of Narpilly as well
as with Ongole and other parts of the territories of the Com-
pany and of the Nabob of Arcot. The corps is recruited, in the
proportion of one third of its total numbers, from our territories
and from those of the Nabob of Arcot, and partly from deserters
abandoning our service. The chief officers are Frenchmen of
the most virulent and notorious principles of jacobinism; and
the whole corps constitutes an armed French party of great
zeal, diligence and activity* The efforts of this party are con-
tinually directed to the object of magnifying the power, re-
sources, and success of France in the eyes of the Court of
Hyderabad, and of depreciating the character, force and credit of
Great Britain by every possible means.

The detachment of this corps stationed on our frontier has
been very assiduous, with great success in seducing from their
duty our Sepoys quartered in the neighbourhood: a consider-
able desertion lately took place in one of our native regiments
on its march from Masulipatam to the southward, and many
of the deserters on that occasion are to be found in Eaymond's
corps. No positive proof has yet appeared of a direct corre-
spondence between the leaders of tnis corps and the French
Government, but it seems to be unquestionably certain that they
communicate with Tippoo-Sooltan and with the French corps
in his service. Whatever may be the discipline or military skill
of this corps, it now forms by far the most considerable part of
the Nizam's military establishment. In this corps consists the
main strength of the army of our ally; and it possesses the in-
fluence which usually belongs to an army in the councils of the
native princes of India. This influence eeems to have alarmed
Azeem-ool-Oomrah the first minister of the Nizam; neither the